





BOUNDARY STONES

Continued

In July, 1962, SW 7 was well fenced in and
high on a hill. It came as a surprise to find it
gone two months after I found it. The hill
where it stood has been excavated to build
an apartment house. Where SW 7 has been re-
located is still a mystery.

Although in an ignoble location in the
alley behind an apartment house and beside a
water tower, SW 8 can boast of being on the
highest point of the entire 40-mile belt.

With excavation going on all around it,
one feared for a while for the life of SW 9, one
mile from the West Corner. It wound up hap-
pily on the edge of a park. It is a perfect situa-
tion for one of the stones except for the fact
that it may be in the way of one of the pos-
Sible entrances to super highway Route 66.

The first four stones along the Northwest
quadrant are in wooded areas behind houses.
I was impressed with the pride these lucky
residents have in “their” stones, and the
graciousness with which they led me through
their property to photograph the markers.
Some of them have decorated the area around
the stones with flowers or have grown flower-
ing vines on the iron grilles. Although NW 1
seems badly scarred from age, it does not look
to me like an original stone. It stands much too
high out of the ground. When Arlington was
part of the District many of these markers
were moved back and forth to make legal the

operations of certain taverns as the Washing-
ton laws and Virginia laws differed then as
now.
From my first search for NW 2 all I brought
back was a bad case of poison ivy. On my next
attempt I knocked on the door of a house near
where I thought the stone should be. I was
welcomed and taken through the patio and so
to the stone.

NW 3 now finds itself a few feet from a
kitchen door. The line passes through the
neighboring house, requiring a portion of the
taxes to be paid to Fairfax and the balance
to Arlington County. It is badly scarred, but
it has a commemorative plague at its base.

For some reason, after crossing the river
the surveyors began to use additional number-
ing on the stones on the Maryland side. NW 4
i1s cumbered “Miles 4” on one side and “Mary-
land 1” on the other. .

Hiking around inside the Dalecarlia Res-
ervation is frowned upon and permission must
be obtained to enter and find NW 5. On in-
structions from his superior the guard will
unlock the gate and let you in but he will
wonder about you.

A DAR plaque is mounted on the protec®

tive enclosure around NW 6. This particular
stone is readily seen from a car driving along
Western avenue just west of River road. Pas-
sersby are more apt to notice NW 6 than many
of the other markers as it stands in a small
park close to the street.

NW 7, which was just west of Chevy Chase
Circle, has been removed, but NW 8 stands
like a staunch old soldier before a Dutch

colonial house at Pinehurst Circle. The in-
scription is in reasonably good condition
despite its lack of protection.

All of the stones were obtained from a
sandstone quarry at Aquia Creek south of
Quantico, Va., and still discernible on this
one are saw marks. “Miles 8” at the bottom in-
dicates this point to be eight miles from the
West Corner. Another piece of information in-
cluded on each stone of curious interest is
the magnetic compass variation. “Var. 02 E”
indicates that at the time of the survey the
variation between magnetic north and true
north at Pinehurst was two minutes. It suggests
that Banneker, the astronomer-surveyor, was
taking nighttime celestial observations. But
since magnetic variation constantly changes,
one wonders why the 1792 variation was carved
in eternal stone.

Of course Rock Creek Park has its stone,
NW 9, which can be found by venturing 50
yards into the woods at the terminus of West-
ern avenue.

Leaving the North Cormer and traveling
along Eastern avenue many boundary stones
are readily discovered. NE 1, which should
be in the vicinity of Georgia and Alaska ave-
nues, is the only one missing in this quadrant.

NE 2 in Takoma Park is fortunate in hav-
ing neighbors who are interested in main-
taining the landscaping. The historical sig-
nificance of these markers seems to command
the respect of those fortunate enough to have
them on their land.

NE 3 i1s one of the stones that can be
readily viewed from a car.






